Aechmea ‘Len Butt’ by Len Butt in Queensland Gardener June 1984, p40

Developed in Queensland by well known hybridist, Mrs Grace Goode, this cross between Aechmea ‘Royal Wine’ and Aechmea calyculata leans more towards the host parent.

The vase and structure of this bromeliad is typically that of calyculata. The leaves are plain green with some faint striation in good light. Sometimes shy to flower, the inflorescence is of pink bracts terminating in a branched spike of light orange berries, which start erect and become semi-pendant. At maturity, the berries are turning bronze-red.

Grace Goode has produced some hundreds of crosses and hybrids from her Alexandra Headlands home many of them sought after throughout the plant world.

The only claim to fame I can see about this plant is that it is still comparatively rare in Australia, and the inflorescence is an improvement on ‘Royal Wine’.

When a cross is made there are always siblings of that cross which are generally destroyed or culled out. Unfortunately the original clone was accidentally destroyed also, so the few offsets that have become the main plant are the only ones available now.

To my knowledge there would possibly be only two or three plants in Queensland but a few clones from the original cross were sent south to NSW and Victoria and a few to America.

